[Current status of linkage studies for gene localization in corneal dystrophies].
Corneal dystrophies with primarily autosomal dominant inheritance have been clearly identified both histologically and histochemically. No information is available to date on the causal enzymatic protein defect of the individual forms of dystrophy. By using linkage analysis to study families with various corneal dystrophies, an attempt is being made with polymorphous markers to find an indirect indication for localization in a chromosome. Numerous factors which exclude linkage can be named for granular, lattice and Schnyder's corneal dystrophy. Our linkage analysis studies of a second family with Schnyder's dystrophy support our indications of linkage with the sites for adenylate kinase (AK1) and the AB0 blood groups on chromosome 9.